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Professional Development and Training Opportunities 
Date Topic Link 
 Recorded video from the Teacher Learning Hub (Hub) 

providing an overview of MontCAS assessments, data uses, 
and data systems of the required statewide assessments. 

ELP 101: Serving English 
Learners in Montana’s 
Schools 

Tuesday, Nov. 13 
12-1 p.m. 

Technology Coordinator Support for Test Administrators 
Hosted by WIDA 

Join here 

Wednesday, Nov. 14 
2-3 p.m. 

MontCAS Updates–Monthly Assessment Webinar 
 

Join here 

Professional Development and Training Opportunities 
Recordings of live webinars can be found on the Assessment Webinars and Training tab of the Office of Public 
Instruction (OPI) Statewide Assessments website. Various types of courses can be found on the Teacher Learning Hub. 
The Hub provides active learning, high quality content, relevant topics, and offers renewal units for completion of 
courses. 

Save the Date for the Annual OPI Data and Assessment Conference! 
Save the date! The annual OPI Data and Assessment Conference will be held in Bozeman, Montana, at the Bozeman 
GranTree Inn. The conference will take place on January 14-15, 2019. Information on registration and logistics will be 
shared in the December assessment newsletter. However, if you are interested in presenting at this year’s conference, 
see our Call for Proposals.  

MontCAS 2018-2019 School Year Changes 
System Improvements and MontCAS Test Security 
Authorized Representative (AR) System Test Coordinator Verification Request: ARs were asked to confirm the contact 
information for system test coordinators through the OPI Information Reporting Systems process in the Central Data 
Update Form (Contacts). Maintain copies of these signed agreements in accordance with your local school district 
policies for a period of at least three school years. The OPI can request signed Test Security Agreements at any time 
throughout the school year. 

Do you have any feedback? If you would like to inform us on your experience, provide your feedback using the Rate 
Your Experience form. 
FAQ: What if the screen says, “I don’t have a role assigned to use this application”? 
A: Contact the OPI Assessment Help Desk at 844-867-2569 or OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov. We will initiate a ticket 
with our IT systems staff to get the AR access to the application.  

System Test Coordinator MontCAS Registration 
This month, the OPI will be asking System Test Coordinators (STC) to register on the MontCAS Application if he or she 
does not already have an account. The system test coordinator will be the MontCAS single point of contact for all 
assessment-related materials and alerts. MontCAS Application is a restricted-use website that contains information on 
the state-required MontCAS summative assessments intended for use by the STC. 

System Test Coordinator Affirmation of Testing Security 
After registering or logging into the MontCAS Application, STCs affirm their compliance with the guidance defined in the 
MontCAS Test Security Manual and guidance published in each Test Administration Manual for appropriate before-, 
during-, and after-testing practices within the MontCAS Application. For both registration and affirmation of test 
security, do you have any feedback? If you would like to inform us about your experience, provide your feedback using 
the Rate Your Experience form. 
If you have questions about these activities, contact the OPI Assessment Help Desk at 844-867-2569 or 
OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov. 
 

https://learninghub.mrooms.net/enrol/index.php?id=457
https://learninghub.mrooms.net/enrol/index.php?id=457
https://learninghub.mrooms.net/enrol/index.php?id=457
https://wida1k.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=wida1k&service=6&rnd=0.296507938395726&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwida1k.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000047cfedb190303911a00c6a2bb0f670b88a62228c8892b53a2e09c591a58a74f19%26siteurl%3Dwida1k%26confViewID%3D98899187660258978%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAQyDK19uL8pGvGaIO1FnHrG__MWIGfygyV1Muv0ipIcGA2%26
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/662899269
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/Statewide-Testing/Assessment-Webinars-Training
https://learninghub.mrooms.net/
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Conference%20Page/2019%20Conference/Call%20for%20Proposals%20Announcement%20and%20Instructions%202019.pdf?ver=2018-11-09-154746-577
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/Contacts/
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/Contacts/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJvctLtTxla0xk2zC8icAtY2xj-3hHEwX29CNbaTM16OCYag/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJvctLtTxla0xk2zC8icAtY2xj-3hHEwX29CNbaTM16OCYag/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmDefault.aspx
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmDefault.aspx
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmDefault.aspx
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmDefault.aspx
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdpD-sQClQ9MVt6BBUMD3-odbZJzcumx1faoDLX62hQ0Spczg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
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Student Assessment Negotiated Rulemaking Committee (Committee) Updates 
The OPI completed its Economic Impact Survey and Implementation Impact Survey to school districts on October 19, 
2018. The Committee reviewed preliminary reports of the rule recommendations and the economic impacts on the OPI-
proposed rules/amendments on November 5, 2018. Should you have information you wish to share with the OPI as 
considerations for these reports, send comments to NRStudentAssessment@mt.gov. Comments will be considered until 
December 5, 2018. For more information on this process, visit the Student Assessment Negotiated Rulemaking 
Committee page. 

ACCESS for ELLs 
English Language Proficiency Assessment 

Things to do this month 
 Complete test administration trainings. See below for information about required trainings and how to access 

them. 
 Receive, inventory, and order additional materials for the ACCESS for ELLs. (Materials arrive 11/27/2018) 

Testing Calendar 
Test Cycle Testing Specifics Start Date End Date 
Pretesting OPI Loads Pre-ID File into AMS  Fri 10/26/18 Fri 10/26/18 
 WIDA AMS Test Setup Available for Test Sessions  Fri 11/2/18 Wed 1/30/19 
 Districts Receive Test Materials  Tue 11/27/18 Tue 11/27/18 
During Testing Test Window Wed 12/5/18 Wed 1/30/19 
 Additional Test Material Ordering Window in AMS Tue 11/27/18 Wed 1/23/19 
Post Testing Deadline for Shipping Completed Test Materials to DRC  Tue 2/5/19 
 Districts Receive Reports, Printed and Online TBD TBD 

Test Administration Training 
Test administration training is required of all educators involved in the administration of the MontCAS tests, including 
the WIDA screeners and the ACCESS for ELLs annual progress monitoring assessment. This requirement includes STCs, 
school or other district level coordinators, and test administrators. 

Roles: 
1. System Test Coordinators and School Coordinators: must, at a minimum, complete the online Grades 1-12 

test administration training so that they are prepared to manage user accounts, monitor student 
participation, and understand procedures for accessibility, test administration, and test security. Should an 
irregularity occur, it is essential that the STC have a thorough understanding of the WIDA assessment 
administration procedures and policies so that they are able to monitor and guide TAs to ensure that the 
WIDA assessments are being administered in a secure and standardized manner. 

2. Test Administrators: Test administrators (TA) must complete the test administration training(s) for the 
WIDA assessments that they will be administering. For instance, if the TA is only administering the ACCESS 
for ELLs for kindergarten, they are only required to complete the kindergarten training. 

Accessing the Trainings and Completing Quizzes for the ACCESS for ELLs test: 
• All test administration trainings are found on the WIDA website and are accessed via a secure log in. 

o System test coordinators set up user accounts for all users in their district. The OPI adds system test 
coordinators into each WIDA system. The WIDA website has a different login from the WIDA 
Assessment Management site where the actual online test administration is managed. 

• Step 1: Complete the TA training for the test that will be administered. * 

   

mailto:NRStudentAssessment@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/Statewide-Testing/-Student-Assessment-Negotiated-Rulemaking-Committee
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/Statewide-Testing/-Student-Assessment-Negotiated-Rulemaking-Committee
https://wida.wisc.edu/
https://identity.wida.us/account/login?returnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3Dwidawebclient%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Foidc%26response_mode%3Dform_post%26response_type%3Dcode%2520id_token%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520email%2520wida_idp%26state%3DOpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%253DRImxNMsSJRELGylxrgSe00XSBD_ay3zAHoIGma6kvbRfstXmt__IRKtNCXLNfmEe08F2jFxe51pWeFwGE_p7On6lGThdA4y6ONV6FzCyVpNycE0eDomb9NTSQP4FbRQEXF2d3UhEOJalLBxyzQtd9Vx9z8FGVxtdu8AJ9baK4VG5t5jxGn2zn3DJE6K96X9oxtTWJozjAO-XVZPn-1jubQ%26nonce%3D636758300764254611.YmVhMjE4ZTYtMjMyMi00ODcyLWFhMzAtYjNmMTY1MjIyYmM1ZmFhZWY2OWYtNTBhNS00Yjk1LWEzZjItYjJhNDAyNDU2NTU5
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• Step 2: Complete the quiz for each required training with a minimum passing score of 80 percent. 

 

   

*STCs complete at least the online test administration training. 

ACCESS for ELLs Writing Field Test 
Share the Writing Field Test flyer with educators in your district who may be interested in participating in a WIDA writing 
field test. 

WIDA AMS or WIDA Secure Portal? 
Question: What is the difference between a WIDA Secure Portal account and a WIDA AMS account? 

Answer: Depending on your role and the assessment you are administering, you may need a WIDA Secure Portal 
account and/or a WIDA AMS account. While both the WIDA website and the WIDA AMS website have “WIDA” in their 
names, their purposes and functionalities are different. 

The WIDA Secure Portal is primarily used by test coordinators and test administrators to learn about test content and 
train for their respective roles. For your convenience, all technology coordinator resources can be accessed on both the 
WIDA Secure Portal and WIDA AMS. For questions regarding your WIDA Secure Portal account, contact the WIDA Client 
Services Center at help@wida.us or 1-866-276-7735. 

The other website is the WIDA Assessment Management System, commonly referred to as WIDA AMS. It is operated by 
Data Recognition Corporation (DRC), the company responsible for delivering, scoring, and reporting on ACCESS for ELLs. 
WIDA AMS is primarily used by technology coordinators as their source for information. It is also used by test 
coordinators and, in some cases, test administrators for ordering materials, test set-up, and printing test tickets. Call or 
email DRC directly at 855-787-9615 or wida@datarecognitioncorp.com if you have questions related to WIDA AMS. 

ACT with Writing 
ELA and Mathematics 

Things to do this month 
 Print the ACT with Writing Schedule of Events document. The Schedule of Events will help keep ACT test 

coordinators up to date with all deadlines and tasks. 
 Manage participation in PA Next. See below for more information. 
 Begin submitting accommodations requests to ACT. Using the Test Accessibility & Accommodations System 

schools can begin submitting accommodations requests for the ACT with Writing test on November 5. The final 
date to submit these requests is February 15, 2019. Resources to assist ACT test coordinators with the 
accommodation request tasks are available on the ACT State Testing website.  

 Attend the test administration training Q&A webinar. ACT will host a free webinar to answer questions about 
ACT with Writing test administration on Thursday, November 15. Register for the webinar here. 

NEW—PreACT Available for Schools  
New this year, schools will be offered the optional paper-based preACT for Grade 10 students at no charge to the school 
or district. This is an opportunity for students to experience what the ACT test is like in tenth grade to give them an 
opportunity to advance their skills before experiencing the Grade 11 ACT with Writing test.  

  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwida.wisc.edu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FWebsite%2FMemberships%2FConsortium%2FACCESS-Writing-Field-Test.pdf%3Futm_source%3DClient%2520Relations-WIDA%2520Wednesday%2520101018%26utm_medium%3DDirect%2520email%26utm_campaign%3DWIDA%2520Wednesday%26utm_content%3DLinked%2520text&data=02%7C01%7Cyfield%40mt.gov%7C16414f90a0e549e98c9e08d62efa6f93%7C07a94c98f30f4abbbd7ed63f8720dc02%7C0%7C0%7C636748050483273781&sdata=CD7S90oWa9QraHuzTbKdoEfbd4jkOb2oa4i5aH%2BMqN4%3D&reserved=0
https://wida.wisc.edu/memberships/consortium/mt
mailto:help@wida.us?subject=WIDA%20News%20Question
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
mailto:wida@datarecognitioncorp.com?subject=WIDA%20News%20Question
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ScheduleofEventsACT-MT.pdff
https://actiam.act.org/auth/login.do?RelayState=ACTB2B&applicationType=ACTB2B&commonAuthCallerPath=%2Fsamlsso&forceAuth=false&passiveAuth=false&relyingParty=taa&tenantDomain=carbon.super&type=samlsso&sessionDataKey=54da8f99-4c55-486e-a624-453ecd7d4f71&relyingParty=taa&type=samlsso&sp=taa&isSaaSApp=false&authenticators=BasicAuthenticator:LOCAL#_ga=2.4395891.131970418.1538589500-111101442.1520031989
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/montana.html
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&referrer=&eventid=1839654&sessionid=1&key=4880F8D8355BFDC689CD5C3AEC23348A&regTag=&sourcepage=register
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The administration window for the preACT will be April 2-19, 2019. Several districts have shared their preACT 
administration preference during this time window to help their efforts in promoting a culture of College and Career 
Readiness (CCR), coined as CCR Day. 

More information, including a Schedule of Events, will follow soon regarding setting up Grade 10 students for schools 
that choose to take advantage of this opportunity. 

NEW—Online Option for ACT with Writing 
Also new this year, schools will have the opportunity to choose paper or online administration of the ACT with Writing 
for their Grade 11 students. The test windows for online administration are Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday on April 
2-4, 2019, and April 9-11, 2019. The ACT Taken on Paper or Online? information sheet may answer some of your basic 
questions about the differences in the two types of administration. To find out more about the online administration of 
the ACT with Writing, visit the ACT State and District testing web site. 

Managing Participation in Pearson Access Next (PA Next) 
ACT test coordinators must complete participation management in PA Next between November 5 and November 30, 
2018. ACT test coordinators will confirm their schools’ test dates and materials receipt dates. There is no need to place 
an order for initial standard time test materials. This order was generated by your student enrollment count and 
uploaded by the OPI. However, as part of your participation management, ACT test coordinators will need to verify the 
student count is correct and whether the school will participate in the online administration.  If your school is undecided 
about which version to administer, the OPI recommends attending the November 15 ACT Test Administration webinar. 
This webinar will talk about the differences in administrations and allows for a question and answer period in which 
you’ll have the opportunity to get your questions answered. 
Instructions for completing participation management can be found in the PA Next User Guide. 

CRT and CRT-Science Alternate 
Science 

Things to do this month 
 Order large print versions of CRT-Science and CRT-Science Alt. STCs can order large print versions for the CRT-

Science and CRT-Science Alt online through iServices. The window to order these versions opened on October 1 
and will close on December 19, 2018. 

 Send your alternate kit needs to OPI for the CRT-Science Alt test. If your school/district needs alternate kits for 
the administration of the CRT-Science Alternate test this year, alert OPI with the grade level for which you need 
a kit. The kits are designed to be used for up to 10 students per kit and can be reused from year to year. If you 
have one that is an older version, it’s still usable. Send your needs to OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov or call 
844-867-2569 by December 15, 2018. 

 Watch for an email from ePass, the state’s secure file transfer system, for your new MARS password. 

MARS Password Reset 
User passwords are being refreshed in the Montana Analysis and Reporting System (MARS) on November 12, 2018 to 
ensure that all aspects of the CRT-Science/CRT-Science Alternate test administration remain in compliance with the 
OPI’s student data privacy standards and test security policies. Passwords provide access to confidential student 
achievement data that is considered part of student education records protected by the federal Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act, or FERPA, and by state law. 

New district and school level passwords will be sent via ePass to confirm system test coordinators. See the MARS User 
Manual for detailed instructions on using MARS. If you have questions about this password refresh, Contact the OPI 
Assessment Help Desk at 1-844-867-2569 or OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov. 
  

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/TheACTTakenonPaperorOnline.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/montana.html
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/PANUserGuide-ACT.pdf
http://iservices.measuredprogress.org/
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/CRT%20Page/Reports%20Tab/MARS%20User%20and%20Training%20Guide_2018_Final.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/CRT%20Page/Reports%20Tab/MARS%20User%20and%20Training%20Guide_2018_Final.pdf
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
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MSAA  
Alternate Assessment, ELA and Math 

Things to do this month 
 To ensure a smooth testing process this coming spring, confirm that all MSAA eligible students have the 

electronic IEP checked and locked in AIM. The OPI identifies eligible students in Grades 3-8 and 11 for the MSAA 
based on the electronic IEP in AIM. If you have questions about the electronic IEP, contact Mary Graff at the OPI 
at 406-444-0685 or mgraff@mt.gov. 

NAEP 
National and International Assessment Studies 

Things to do this month 
 Notify Parents/Guardians of Student Selection. See below for more information. 
 Review and Verify List of Students Selected. Read below about the different options for notifying 

parents/guardians. 

Review and Verify List of Students Selected for NAEP Preparation 
Demographic data is used for reporting results of student groups in the Nation’s Report Card. A demographic report with 
information for all NAEP-sampled students will become available to schools on MyNAEP on December 3, 2018. After the 
list is available, the NAEP school coordinator must complete the following tasks to ensure a successful NAEP 
administration. 

• Validate the demographic data submitted (i.e., student first name, last name, month and year of birth, gender, 
race/ethnicity, IEP/504 status, ELL status, and school lunch status) as correct and, if incorrect or incomplete, 
provide the necessary updates to the student information. 

• Add missing demographic data in the student data. 
• Indicate students in the sample who are not eligible to take the assessment. 

Notification of Student Selection to Parents and Guardians 
In October, NAEP school coordinators received communication about notifying parents and guardians of students 
selected for the NAEP assessment. Coordinators can download the customizable letter template from the MyNAEP 
website. Federal law requires the parents be notified in writing that their child has been selected for the NAEP 
assessment. Schools have two notification options: (1) send notice to all parents in a selected grade and note that their 
child may be selected for assessment, or (2) use the list of students selected on December 3 and notify only parents of 
selected students that their child has been selected for this assessment. 

School coordinators can refer to NAEP 2019 School Coordinator Checklist and Time for more information. If you have 
questions or concerns, contact Shantel Niederstadt at 406-444-3450 or sniederstadt@mt.gov. You can receive 
immediate assistance from the NAEP Help Desk at 800-283-6237 or email naephelp@westat.com Monday through 
Friday between 8 a.m. and 5:30 p.m., ET. 

Science News 
Science Assessments 

Did you know Montana is a member state of the U.S. Department of Education’s Enhanced Assessment Grant (EAG)? 
The Strengthening Claims-based Interpretations and Uses of Local and Large-scale Science Assessment Scores (or 
SCILLSS) was developed with funding from the U.S. Department of Education under EAG Program CFDA 84.368A. 
  

https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/
https://www.mynaep.com/login
https://www.mynaep.com/login
mailto:sniederstadt@mt.gov
mailto:naephelp@westat.com
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Checkout the Principled Approach to Designing Three-Dimensional Science Assessment Tasks: A Process Guide to support 
your standards-aligned instruction. You may also want to check out some principled-design resources for Grade 5, 8, and 
11 on the SCILLSS website. The OPI will continue to use the CRT-Science general assessment and alternate in Grades 4, 8, 
and 10 in the spring of 2019. The new science general assessment and alternate assessment are slated for the spring of 
2020. 
If you have questions about the transition or the OPI Science Partner Task Force, contact Ashley McGrath at 
amcgrath@mt.gov or 406-444-3656. 

Smarter Balanced 
ELA and Math 

Things to do this month 
 Add school users to the Test Information and Distribution Engine (TIDE). Users in TIDE were cleared in August. 

STCs were uploaded to the system by the OPI, and STCs need to add users for their districts and schools. STCs 
can refer to the User Roles and Access Document for assistance in choosing the correct role assignment for local 
users. 

 Complete the TA Certification Course. All users in TIDE administering Smarter Balanced assessments are 
required to take the Test Administrators Certification Course annually. If taking the course as a group, ensure 
each user is logged into the portal so the system will auto-update course completion for each user. 

 Ensure your secure browser has been updated. See below for more information on downloading the current 
browser. 

Prepare Devices with the Most Current Secure Browser 

Devices that will be used for testing must be equipped with a secure browser prior to administering assessments. This 
browser is updated each year and therefore must be downloaded and installed even if the device was used for testing in 
a prior year. School technology coordinators are responsible for ensuring that each device to be used for testing is 
properly secured by installing the most current secure browser. The Secure Browser Installation Manual and the 2018-
2019 System Requirements for Online Testing documents will assist technology coordinators with ensuring your school 
is prepared for testing. These and other resources for technical assistance can be found on the AIR portal. 

Smarter Balanced Grade 8 Math Item Rescore 
In September, the OPI was informed by the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium that a member state had 
identified issues with one item in the Grade 8 Mathematics item package. On November 9, 2018 principals were notified 
of the specifics of this matter and given OPI’s plan to notify and share guidance with schools.  
Roughly 4,000 students in Montana received this item and, of these, 10 percent had their proficiency level change in a 
positive direction. Should your school have students in this 10 percent category, you will be contacted with a separate 
email instructing you on how to download new individual student score reports using the Online Reporting System in 
online portal (mt.portal.airast.org).  

Passwords 
Many of the MontCAS programs require separate passwords to access test management sites, training materials, and 
test results. The following is a list of programs that require separate passwords. 
• Access for ELLs 2.0: Test administrator training, assessment management system, WIDA Access Placement Test (W–

APT), result reports. 
• ACT with Writing: Test administration, reports, and test results. 
• CRT and CRT Alt: Test results. 
• MSAA (Multi State Alternate Assessment): Test administration and training, results, and student reports. 
• MontCAS Online Reporting: Nonparticipation and testing irregularity reports and requests for accommodations not 

routinely approved. 
• Smarter Balanced: Test administration, administration certification, interim tests, and test results. 
• Smarter Balanced Digital Library: Formative assessment processes. 

http://www.scillsspartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/SCILLSS-Five-Phase-ECD-Design-Model-Process-Report_9-10-18-Draft_KH_EB.pdf
http://www.scillsspartners.org/scillss-resources/
mailto:amcgrath@mt.gov
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/User_Roles_and_Access_2018-2019.pdf
https://ta-cert.airast.org/mp/General
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/Secure_Browser_Installation_Manual_2018-2019.pdf
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/System_Requirements_2018-2019.pdf
https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/System_Requirements_2018-2019.pdf
https://mt.portal.airast.org/resources/technical-manuals-tc/
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Online Assessment System Links 
ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 and W-APT Screener, English Language Proficiency Screener 

• Training and online resources 
• Assessment Management System  
• OPI ELP page link 

ACT with Writing 
• Assessment Management: Pearson Access Next 
• ACT State and District Testing  
• ACT Academy 

MSAA 
• Assessment Management System  
• OPI MSAA 

Smarter Balanced 
• Assessment system (AIR portal) 
• OPI Smarter Balanced 

My NAEP 
• My NAEP Login 

MontCAS Assessment Help Desk Contact Information 
ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 and W–APT English Language Proficiency Screener 

• WIDA help desk phone: 866-876-7735 
• WIDA help desk email: help@wida.us 
• WIDA AMS help desk phone: 855-787-9615 
• WIDA AMS help desk email: WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com 

ACT with Writing 
ACT General Inquiries 

• Phone: 800-553-6244, Ext. 2800 
• Email: Contact Form 

Accommodations Questions 
• Phone: 800-553-6244, Ext. 1788 
• Email: ACTStateAccoms@act.org 

CRT Science and CRT Alt Service Desk 
• Phone: 888-792-2741 
• Email: montanahelpdesk@measuredprogress.org 

Multi State Alternate Assessment (MSAA) 
• Phone: 866-834-8879 
• Email: MSAAServiceCenter@MeasuredProgress.org 

Smarter Balanced Service Desk 
• Phone: 888-792-2741 
• Email: montanahelpdesk@measuredprogress.org 

NAEP 
• Phone: 800-283-6237 
• Email: naephelp@westat.com  

  

http://www.wida.us/
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/Statewide-Testing/ELP
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/montana.html
https://academy.act.org/
http://www.msaaassessment.org/
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/Statewide-Testing/MSAA-Alternate-Assessment
http://mt.portal.airast.org/
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/Statewide-Testing/Smarter-Balanced
https://www.mynaep.com/login
mailto:help@wida.us
mailto:WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/state-testing-contact-us.html
mailto:ACTStateAccoms@act.org
mailto:montanahelpdesk@measuredprogress.org
mailto:MSAAServiceCenter@MeasuredProgress.org
mailto:montanahelpdesk@measuredprogress.org
mailto:naephelp@westat.com
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Assessment Contacts 
Assessment Division  
844-867-2569 
OPI Assessment Help Desk 
Email  

Marcy Fortner 
Data Control Specialist 
mfortner@mt.gov  

Ashley McGrath 
State Assessment Director 
amcgrath@mt.gov 

Whitney Mitchell  
Administrative Specialist 
whitney.mitchell@mt.gov 

Yvonne Field  
Assessment Specialist 
yfield@mt.gov  

Paula Schultz 
Smarter Balanced 
Accommodations Lead 
pschultz2@mt.gov  

Shantel Niederstadt 
NAEP State Coordinator 
sniederstadt@mt.gov 
 

Pam Birkeland 
Smarter Balanced Digital 
Library Lead 
pbirkeland@mt.gov

 

mailto:opiassessmenthelpdesk@mt.gov
mailto:opiassessmenthelpdesk@mt.gov
mailto:mfortner@mt.gov
mailto:amcgrath@mt.gov
mailto:whitney.mitchell@mt.gov
mailto:yfield@mt.gov
mailto:sniederstadt@mt.gov
mailto:sniederstadt@mt.gov
mailto:pbirkeland@mt.gov
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